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THE   STORY   OF   THE   PACIFIC

important and disastrous r6k in the history of the next two
centuries. For they indirectly inspired Jean-Jacques Rousseau
to indulge in some of his most absurd psalms of praise about
primitive man. By the time this muddlehcaded Swiss had
started the conflagration known as the Great French Revolution

OUT OF THE HORROR AND MISERY OF THE THIRTY YEARS WAR

CAME THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF EUROPE TO ESCAPE INTO

SOME   IMAGINARY   PARADISE   SITUATED   IN   THE   MYSTERIOUS

GREAT SOUTH SEA

the sad truth about Australia was beginning to reveal itself. But
then it was too late. For James Cook was only twenty-one years
old when Jean-Jacques Rousseau won international renown by
pubHshing his prize essay on the superiority of man living in a
savage state. And when Captain Cook's Voyages were published
(the books which for the first time told the complete and un-
adorned story about this unhappy region) the sentimental poison
of Rousseau's absurd imaginings had already entered into the
souls of most civilized Europeans,